[Attacks of abdominal pain in a young Turkish woman with C1 esterase inhibitor deficiency].
A 19-years-old Turkish woman had recurrent attacks of abdominal pain. She underwent numerous diagnostic procedures and an appendectomy. In addition, imminent pethidine addiction developed. It was only after the patient presented with a swollen painless wrist, some years later, that the correct diagnosis was made: C1 esterase inhibitor deficiency. Early recognition may prevent a prolonged course and is mandatory as the disease is potentially life-threatening.